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COMMUNITY INVESTMENTS THAT ADDRESS THE SOCIAL DETERMINANTS 

OF HEALTH AND IMPROVE HEALTH EQUITY AND TRANSLATIONAL SCIENCE

BACKGROUND:
According to the National Institutes of 

Health, translation is defined by NCATS as 

turning observations in the laboratory, clinic 

and community into interventions that 

improve the health of individuals and 

communities. Translational Science is the 

field of investigation focused on 

understanding the scientific and operational 

principles underlying each step of the 

translation process. 

A key tenet of translational science is to 

understand common causes of inefficiency 

and failure in translational projects, such as 

barriers to dissemination and 

implementation of findings.  Progression 

from scientific discoveries requires 

partnering with diverse groups of 

stakeholders, including marginalized 

communities that represent all research 

populations of interest. Authentic 

partnerships require institutional 

investment, sustained relationships, 

consistent presence and ongoing 

opportunities to build trustworthiness, 

especially among minoritized or 

marginalized communities. 

True, meaningful community engagement 

requires working collaboratively with and 

through those who share similar situations, 

concerns or challenges. It requires decision 

makers to move toward deferring to the 

concerns and desires of communities and 

to move toward collaborative power sharing 

and equitable transformation.

•

METHODS:

Wake Forest University School of Medicine has invested in building trustworthiness 

through meaningful and sustained community partnerships.  We discuss three 

opportunities: 

1. Needs Assessments: 

Researchers conducted a community needs assessment in three of the 

poorest zip codes in Winston-Salem NC, a city with a history of 

eugenics and marginalization of poor communities, one of the highest 

prevalences of Black Churches, and communities with some of the 

lowest performing schools in the nation.  

The Maya Angelou Center for Health Equity (MACHE), an institutionally 

sponsored center of the Wake Forest University School of Medicine, 

also conducted needs assessments and formed a formidable partnership through a 

faith-engaged structure, the Triad Pastors Network (TPN).

2. Partnering with the Triad Pastors Network

The TPN is composed of 109 African American pastors who are 

building health ministries through a sustained partnership with MACHE 

and its 95 affiliate faculty in the School of Medicine.

3. Partnering with Metropolitan Village

Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist is the exclusive medical partner for Metropolitan 

Village, a new mixed-use redevelopment effort in East Winston-Salem. Metropolitan 

Village is adjacent to one of the TPN churches, and it will be the new home of the 

MACHE. The function of this space will focus on economic and social mobility of the 

residents of Metropolitan Village and surrounding areas and research on the social 

determinants of health.

CONCLUSION:

•Metropolitan Village offers an exciting 

opportunity for MACHE to become a 

stable, physical presence in the 

community. 

•This presence will also allow MACHE to 

learn more about the community 

surrounding Metropolitan Village, and to 

share information, concerns, and desires 

with the Village and the community in a bi-

directional, collaborative manner. 

•Leveraging this opportunity to will also 

enable MACHE to address Social 

Determinants of Health and build trusting 

relationships that will go far in achieving 

equity for this community.


