
 
CTSA Program Steering Committee Meeting 

December 9, 2019; 2:30 - 4:00pm 
Zoom Conferencing 

 

SC Attendees: John Buse 
Barry Coller 
Daniel Ford 
Phil Kern  
 

Rachel Hess 
Julianne Imperato-McGinley 
George Mashour 
Melissa Haendel 

Donald Lloyd-Jones 
Tim Murphy  
William Powderly 
Reza Shaker  
Susan Smyth  

Gerald Stacy 
Joel Tsevat 
Pat Winokur 
Martin Zand 

SC Regrets: Harold Collard 
 

   

NCATS Attendees: 
 

Jane Atkinson 
Ken Gersing 
Michael Kurilla 

Carol Lambert 
Mary Purucker 
Erica Rosemond 

Joni Rutter 
Clare Schmitt 
Anna Ramsey-Ewing 

Samantha Jonson 
 

 

Session Summary Discussion Action Item 
Welcome (M. 
Kurilla, B. Coller) 

M. Kurilla welcomed everyone to the call and shared that C. Austin sends his regrets but 
could not be on the call due to a scheduling conflict.  

 

Updates (B. 
Coller, M. Kurilla) 

B. Coller reviewed the Informatics Enterprise Committee Co-Chair decision. He reminded the 
SC members that the Pod Feedback on urgent high-impact translational science issues that 
the CTSA Program Steering Committee can work on is due December 31, 2019.  
 
M. Kurilla introduced the new CTSA Program Steering Committee members.  

 2020-2022 Cohort 
o Miriam Bredella, M.D. – KL2 Member 
o Laura James, M.D. – UL1 Member 
o Robert Kimberly, M.D. – UL1 Member 
o Cynthia Morris, Ph.D., MPH – UL1 Member 
o Ralf Sacco, M.D., MS, FAHA, FAAN – UL1 Member 
o Ron Sokol, M.D. – UL1 Member 
o Wayne McCormack Ph. D. – TL Member 

 
He thanked the SC members for sending in nominations. S. Jonson shared information about 
the 2020 CTSA Program Pods and the changes that will be made.  

Feedback can 
be submitted 
through the 
CLIC 
Suggestion 
Box. 
 
 
 
 
 
S. Jonson will 
send out new 
Pod 
distribution 
list. 

Common Metrics 
Update (M. Zand) 

M. Zand shared the CM Multi-Year Report Data Analysis Plan.  He shared the details on the 
quantitative data analysis plan, longitudinal visualization, and data stratification by region, 
hub maturity and by hub award size. M. Zand also shared the qualitative analysis strategy 
using the Careers in Clinical and Translational Research specifically engaged URPs and women 
as an example. He shared how they will communicate successes and that the report release 
date is February 28th, 2020.  
 
Discussion: 
How are you going to modify the IRB review to accommodate the Single IRB process? 

 Currently under discussion. There are ideas on the table being discussed, however 
we do not plan to make any changes at this point.  

 
 
 
Value of CMI 
will be added 
to the list of 
urgent high-
impact 
translational 
science 
issues.  

Working Group 
Proposals Voting 
Results (M. Zand) 

M. Zand shared the preliminary results of the SC review process of the 9 WG proposals that 
were submitted. The SC members had a discussion about the working group proposals that 
were above or had just met the simple majority threshold in the preliminary results.  
 
Decision: After a period of discussion, the SC members voted to approve the following 4 
working group applications:  
1. Enterprise Data Warehouse for Research Phase 2 
2. Inclusion of Older Adults as a Model for Special Populations  
3. Life Course Visual Toolkit Development 

CLIC will 
prepare a 
report on 
WG feedback 
with the SC 
members. 

https://clic-ctsa.org/contact/suggestion-box
https://clic-ctsa.org/contact/suggestion-box
https://clic-ctsa.org/contact/suggestion-box


4. Text Analytics toward Semantic Interoperability and Data Sharing 

Steering 
Committee 
Reflections 
(Outgoing SC 
members) 

B. Coller invited the outgoing CTSA Program Steering Committee members share their 
reflections from their time on the committee.  
 

 Hal Collard, M.D. 
o Was not able to join the call.  
o B. Coller shared a few comments from what H. Collard sent: It would be 

helpful to orient new members to the SC Roles and Responsibilities 
document. He raised the idea of at least a portion of the SC meetings be 
open to all PIs and that SC in-person meetings be more interactive.  

 Donald Lloyd-Jones, M.D.  
o Thanked the members for the collegiality. The experience helped him 

understand the innerworkings of NCATS and the CTSA Program. He shared 
that the framing of the SC role has been crucial. He hopes that this will be 
reflected in the two-way trust that is critical to live out the goals of the 
CTSA Program. He was heartened by the continued improvements in 
communications and the improvements in the quality and interactions in 
the Face to Face meetings and gave credit to CLIC for the work they have 
done. He encouraged continued discussions in the area of innovation.  

 George Mashour, M.D., Ph.D. 
o Expressed gratitude for the opportunity to serve and stated that it has been 

a privilege to serve. One of the most exciting things that happened during 
his time on the SC is the work that C. Austin has done to give definition to 
translation science and the attributes of the translational scientist. He 
shared that moving forward the SC has the ability to cultivate that new field 
in a systematic way. He ended by acknowledge the work of CLIC. 

 Tim Murphy, M.D. 
o Serving on the CTSA Program Steering Committee has been a learning 

experience. He has enjoyed the expertise and collegiality of the SC the 
most. He can also see this reflected throughout the consortium. He shared 
that he can see the evolution of the communication between NCATS and 
the PIs. He suggested that one of the pieces that is important for the SC is 
to find the balance between the time spent on the high-level conceptual 
process and the time spent in the details. He acknowledged the work of 
CLIC and their help to enhance communication. He thanked everyone for 
the privilege to serving on the SC and looks forward to continuing to 
contribute in the consortium and to the SC.  

 Reza Shaker, M.D. 
o It has been an honor to serve as a member of the SC. Important time for 

clinical translational research, CTSAs and NCATS.  
 Continued progress in obtaining recognition of the importance of 

translational research and science of translation and taking its 
rightful place in the nation’s research enterprise. 

 NCATS should continue its educational and guiding efforts in 
working with NIH institutes and centers as well as the CTSA PIs and 
institutions 

 NCATS and CTSA has transformed the biomedical research in our 
institutions in measurable ways which will help shape the future 
operating model of clinical and translational research involving all 
the effected parties.  

 Innovative infrastructure and support are produced and 
used 

 Another generation of translational scientists continue to 
be trained. 

 Developing translational research enterprise 
collaboration with health system along with community 
stakeholders 

 



 It has been rewarding to see the creation of other NCATS central 
programs and the increased collaboration between them and 
CTSAs.  

 The unleashing of the innovative and creative abilities of the CTSA 
PIs and associates and channeling this energy to produce 
measurable outcomes.  

 It has been a privilege to serve and thank you for the opportunity.  

 Susan Smyth, M.D., Ph.D., FACC 
o It has been a pleasure to serve on the CTSA Steering Committee. She 

echoed thanks to CLIC. The transformation has been remarkable at both 
the SC level and the DTF level.  

o As one of the non UL1 PIs on the SC, she would like to remind the SC there 
are a lot of people involved in the CTSAs that are invested in all of the work. 
As the consortium moves towards the EC structure, the SC should keep 
robust lines of communication open with all the different groups.  

 Joel Tsevat, M.D., M.P.H.  
o He thanked everyone for the opportunity to serve on the Steering 

Committee and noted that it has been fun. He has counted 6 different 
groups he has been a part of while on the SC and thinks he will go through 
withdrawal when it is all over. He shared that as a field we face a challenge 
having to do with communication. He went on to share 4 areas of 
communication challenges/opportunities: 

 Communicating our study results 
 Communicating what we actually do is a challenge 
 Jargon and language that we use is problematic  
 Combat medical misinformation 

 
B. Coller concluded by thanking everyone for serving and the work that the SC has done over 
the past year. He acknowledged CLIC and the support they provide to the committee and the 
support the NCATS staff provides as well.  
 
M. Kurilla thanked the outgoing members on behalf of C. Austin and all the NCATS staff.  

Upcoming 
Meetings 

Monday, January 13, 2020 from 2:30-4pm   

 


