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Session Summary Discussion Action Item 
Welcome (C. 
Austin, B. Coller) 

C. Austin welcomed everyone to the call and walked the SC through the planned agenda for 
the meeting.  

 

New Member 
Introductions 
(New Member 
Round Robin) 

New SC members introduced themselves and shared their areas of interest.  
 
Miriam Bredella, M. D. is a professor of radiology at Harvard University and co-directs the 
Harvard Catalyst KL2 program. Her focus in research is the bone fat connection across the 
weight spectrum, how different fat depositions affect bone health and metabolic risk. She is 
also Vice Chair for faculty affairs and has just been elected to be the Director of the Center 
for Faculty Development at Massachusetts General Hospital where she will oversee the office 
of women’s career research and clinical careers. She is excited to be on the SC and is looking 
forward to bringing her ideas to the committee and taking ideas back to her program.  
 
Laura James, M.D. is originally trained as a pediatrician and did additional training in clinical 
pharmacology in emergency medicine. She has been involved with clinical research networks 
for a long time. Her research interest is in acetaminophen liver injury. Five years ago, she left 
the pediatric side and moved to the adult side when she was asked to work on a renewal for 
the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences Translational Research Institute. In the 
process of getting the application funded, her research knowledge expanded and now the 
grant theme is focused on working in rural populations. 
 
Cynthia Morris, Ph.D., MPH is from Oregon Health Science University and is one of two CO-
PIs at the Oregon Clinical and Translational Research Institute. She has led the Career 
Development and Education core since 2006. Her interest within the CTSA continues to focus 
on the education and career development and she is now one of the Co-Chairs on the 
Workforce Development Enterprise Committee. She also works as a clinical trialist and is a 
big supporter of the Trial Innovation Network as it has fundamentally impacted their 
research efforts at OCTR. Her personal interests fall in two different areas. One area is in new 
trial designs, pragmatic trials etc., where the majority of her research has been in children’s 
health. As a result of her work as the Admissions Dean for the School of Medicine for 20 
years, her other area of interest is in diversity and workforce diversity. 
 
Ralph Sacco, M.D., M.S., FAHA, FAAN is the Chairman of Neurology at University of Miami. 
Before that he had been the Director of Stroke and Critical Care at Columbia. His interests are 
in epidemiology, public health disparities research, clinical trials (mainly large phase III clinical 
trials) and stroke prevention. Has been a co-PI on some international trials, both for NIH and 
a pharma funded study. He has been involved with the CTSI at Miami since its creation and 
was asked to take over six months before the renewal of their 2nd cycle was due. They are 
now in their second year of their second cycle. Their focus is on culturized health sciences, 

 
 
 
 
 



disparities research, helping diverse faculty as well as diverse research in the community. He 
is happy to be joining the CTSA SC.  
 
Ron Sokol, M.D. is the professor and Vice Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at the 
University of Colorado’s School of Medicine located at the Anschutz Medical Campus in 
Aurora, Colorado. He is based out of the Children’s Hospital Colorado that is on the same 
campus. He has been the PI on their CTSA grant since they were first funded in 2008 and they 
are now in their 3rd cycle. He is a Pediatric Gastroenterologist and Hepatologist and the Chief 
of Pediatric GI and Hepatology and Nutrition at the University and Children’s Hospital. His 
research has been in rare childhood liver diseases and liver transplantation in children 
focused on defining genetic etiologies, molecular pathogenesis, identifying molecular targets 
for new treatments, clinical trials and measuring outcomes in these diseases. The Colorado 
Clinical Translational Sciences Institute involves three universities, University of Colorado 
Denver (particularly the Anschutz Medical Campus), University of Colorado Boulder (The 
Colorado Buffalos) and Colorado State University. It involves six separate hospitals, none of 
which are owned or operated by their university. Their hub is rather large, has a big pilot 
program and an extensive community engagement program. He is excited about being on the 
SC.  
 
Wayne McCormack, Ph.D.  is at the University of Florida Clinical and Translational Science 
Institute. His background is as a PhD Immunologist and his research in his lab days was on 
antibody and T-cell receptor genes, the genetics of susceptibility to a human autoimmune 
disease called Fidalgo. He was formerly the Associate Dean for Graduate Education and 
directed the biomedical sciences PhD program. It was during that time that he shifted his 
research from bench science to more education and evaluation. His current interests are 
competency-based assessment and Clinical Translational Science training and Team Science. 
He is also glad to be a part of SC.  

Working Group 
Proposals (B. 
Coller, C. Austin 
and M. Zand) 

B. Coller shared the background on the reorganization of the Domain Task Forces into the 
Enterprise Committees. He explained the decision that the SC would act as a clearing house 
for deciding whether a proposal was appropriate to become a Working Group. He shared the 
criteria by which a WG application is evaluated, proposal outcomes and next steps.  
 
C. Austin asked if the Steering Committee members have heard or received feedback from 
WG applicants on the Cycle I process.  
 
Discussion: 
There was discussion about how there has not been much feedback, neither positive nor 
negative.   
 
M. Zand shared the Cycle II application improvements that were in response to SC requests. 
He went onto share the SC Cycle II timeline for the review process. Then he shared the 
improvements made to the review process for the SC.  
 
Discussion: 
Is the final score going to be polled online like last time?  

 Yes, and CLIC is working on steps to make the polling process smoother.  
 
There was discussion about who’s role is it to provide feedback to the applicants to help 
them create better applications.  It was shared that NCATS has provided feedback to all 
applicants. The SC members were reminded that this process is evolving, and their feedback 
is appreciated.  
 
There was further discussion, to bring the new members up to date, around the application, 
the scoring of submitted proposals, how many WGs could be approved, Conflict of Interest, 
the past reviews, the number of WG CLIC can support at one time and the application 
deadline.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLIC will 
check to see 
if they can 
give new SC 
members the 
ability to 
view the 
applications 
and reviews 
from Cycle I.  

Methods & 
Processes 

J. Buse shared with the SC members that the Methods and Processes Domain Task Force, 
now renamed Enterprise Committee, was tasked with looking at the processes of conducting 

 



Enterprise 
Committee 
Overview (J. Buse) 

translational science. He went on to share how they have focused on the dissemination, 
development and curation of translational science methods. J. Buse then shared their past 
and present Lead Team members and past deliverables. He wrapped up his presentation 
sharing the new vision of how the Methods and Processes Enterprise Committee will work 
with the CTSA Program SC to address the priority roadblocks and opportunities in 
translational science.  

“Wicked” 
Translational 
Science List and 
Prioritization (M. 
Kurilla) 

M. Kurilla shared background of how they have organized the current “wicked” translational 
science list. He shared the proposed process, timeline, rating criteria and bucket categories. 
C. Austin explained that the SC should identify problems that are system-wide, too gigantic 
and intractable that no single hub can solve alone.  
 
Discussion: 
There was the request to get the documents and be allowed to discuss this with their pods.  

 Yes, NCATS and CLIC will work together to get this out.  
 
There was discussion about the need to have context on the problems to be able to identify 
relevant applications, the need to make sure the right groups are involved in the discussion 
of a problem, and the desire to use this list to inspire more conversation in order to continue 
identifying problems to add to the list.  
 
C. Austin wrapped up the call sharing an idea about possibly starting a mapping exercise 
(https://ncats.nih.gov/translation/maps) and would share an overview of the process on the 
next call if there is time. SC can think about how this mapping process could be used by a 
sub-group to explore how it could be usable for the SC.  
 
NCATS will continue to explore other possible wicked problems to focus on and bring ideas 
back to SC for discussion. 

S. Jonson will 
send the 
documents 
out for a Pod 
Exercise.  

Upcoming 
Meetings 

Monday, February 10, 2020 from 2:30-4pm   

 

https://ncats.nih.gov/translation/maps

