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Attendees 

• UTMB Galveston  
o Randall Urban (PI) 
o Lori Wiseman (Director of Operations) 
o Susan Rojahn (Assoc Director of Research Development) 
o Kim Rashke (Executive Assistant) 

• University of Michigan Institute for Clinical and Health Research 
o Beth LaPensee (Managing Director of Research Strategy) 
o Julie Lumeng (Director) 

• Georgia Clinical & Translational Science Alliance  
o Andrew West (Executive Center Administrator – Emory University) 
o Bradley G. Phillips (PI – University of Georgia) 

• University of Miami Clinical & Translational Science Institute 
o Olveen Carrasquillo (Co-Director and MPI) 
o Sheela Dominguez (Executive Director of Strategic Operations) 
o Daru Ransford (Executive Director of Business Operations) 

• University of Kansas/Frontiers Clinical & Translational Science Institute 
o Edward Ellerbeck (Co-PI on KL2) 
o Jen Baker (Administrative Director) 
o Mario Castro (Co-PI) 
o Steven Leeder (Co-PI – Children’s Mercy Hospital) 

• University of Arkansas Translational Research Institute 
o Laura James (PI and Director) 
o Robin Liston (Executive Director) 

 
Notes  
Introductions 

• The January 19, 2023, Pod Meeting was the first of the year and the first with Dr. Urban as Pod 
Lead. Dr. Urban led introductions of the Galveston Pod members. 

• Condolences to the Miami team for the passing of Dr. Sacco, Director and PI of the Miami 
CTSI. 

 

Call Format 
• Dr. Urban asked the group if Zoom is the preferred platform and the group agreed.  

 

Updates from the Steering Committee 
• Dr. Urban provided updates from the Steering Committee, which meets on the second and 

fourth weeks of the month. The pod calls are in the third Mondays of the month. At his first 



Steering Committee meeting (January 9, 2023), the new pods and the responsibilities of pod 
leaders were introduced. Each pod leader is responsible for writing a summary of the pod 
meeting. The group did not express interest in reviewing the report prior to submission. The 
pod leader is also responsible for soliciting feedback from the pods, including concerns and 
items they would like to be discussed at upcoming Steering Committee meetings. There is a 
form to provide feedback to the Steering Committee.  

• Dr. Urban asked the group if they had any feedback to relay to the Steering Committee and 
none was provided.  

• Dr. Urban reviewed the slides from the Jan 9 Steering Committee meeting, which were 
previously shared with the pod by email. In the Steering Committee meeting, Dr. Rutter led a 
roundtable discussion on what identifies us as CTSAs and what CTSAs are known for. Dr. 
Urban’s take from the meeting was that Dr. Rutter was collecting feedback from the hubs to 
help with CTSA strategic planning. The budget was also discussed at the Steering Committee 
meeting. With Congress recently passing the large omnibus bill, NCATS received $923.3 
million, $629.6 million of which was for CTSA and $293.8 million of which was for non-CTSA 
activities. In the Steering Committee meeting, there was a question regarding the level of 
funding for NCATS compared to other institutes, as the overall NIH budget increased more 
than that of NCATS. This was attributed to large special project budgets in other institutes.  

• In addition, attendees of the Jan 9 Steering Committee meeting expressed concern that 
making the TL1 application optional in the new FOA would lead to a reduction in the number of 
TL1 trainees. The plan is to monitor the number of TL1 trainees under the new system. 

 

Updates from Pod Members 
• The University of Arkansas is submitting an application in May 2023.  
• Discussion about low scoring in first round of RC2 reviews, and challenges of Element E. 
• Sheela Dominguez (Miami) mentioned the good news that NCATS will hold a roundtable for 

administrators (this was mentioned in a Hub Administrator email). 
 


